Bef ore the
FEDERAL COVMUNI CATI ONS COVM SSI ON
Washi ngt on, DC. 20554

In the Matter of )
) RM — 10867

Changes in Part 97 )
Wth Regard to Amateur Radio ) RM — 10870
Service Restructuring )

To: The Conmm ssi on

| would i ke to thank the Conm ssion for the opportunity to coment
on RM10868. | am Amat eur Radi o Operat or KCOARF who was licensed in
1997, and | am a Technician C ass operator. | amparticularly active
in Skywarn weat her collection activities, along with Amateur Radio
social activities.

Short St at enent

| amin favor of these proposals, and given the choice, prefer RW
10870 sponsored by the National Conference of Vol unteer Exam ner
Coor di nators (NCVEC).

Amat eur Radi o Service Restructuring
| agree with both proposals that it is tinme to re-structure the
Amat eur Radi o Service (ARS).

Technician Class is not an appropriate Entry-Level License

| agree with both proposals that the Technician Cass |icensee is not
an appropriate Entry-Level License. The Technician O ass features
all Amat eur privileges above 50 MHz, including the ability to setup
di gital conputer networks, repeater systenms with renote receive
sites, high-power mcrowave and amateur television, and renote
command of a space station. Technicians have achieved a lot in the
United States, and a nunber of them managed to achieve this |evel of
achi evenment w thout | earning Morse Code (CWN. It is not |ogical that
because of a singled nmethod of conmmunication (CW, the powerful
Techni ci an cl ass cannot operate bel ow 50 MHz.

| was licensed in 1997, and had to pass the Novice witten, and the
Technician witten. | did not pass a Morse Code exam | entered the
wor| d of Amateur Radi o, and am thankful that ol der, nore experienced
amateurs were available to assist ne, and rem nd ne of safety and

installation procedures. | know that | nade several m stakes while
operating ny station, and am agai n thankful for peer guidance and
correction. Today, | nmentor other younger hans, but feel that our

i cense does feature too many privileges for a begi nner.



| support a restricted Entry-Level License, and prefer the NCVEC
solution as specified in RM10870. | think that with those
reasonabl e restrictions, a newy |licensed Amat eur Radi o operator

“ Communi cator ” may explore nost of the world of Amateur Radi o (such
as data, CW voice, PSK31, and other nodes), and “learn the ropes”
to acquire the proper w sdom

Amat eur Radi o Service C ass Pronotion

| support both proposals’ request to reclassify the License and offer
pronotions. As explained in both proposals, the Technician C ass

hol ds all privileges above 50 MHz, and assum ng that the Conm ssion
agrees with the creation of a new Entry-Level License, it would be
wrong to downgrade themto the Novice / Comruni cator |evel. |magine
the adm ni strative nightmare of re-classifying all of the
comuni cati ons assets belonging to nenbers of the Technician class.

The NCVEC Conmuni cator vs. ARRL “ New” Novice
| support the NCVEC solution as outlined in RM10870. After draw ng

out the proposed frequency allotnents, | feel that the Communi cat or
license with the greater restrictions are nore applicable to a
begi nner. The proposed Communi cator license will have quite a few

privileges available to themto explore and train for the hopeful
eventual upgrade to General

The Morse Code Question

Morse Code (CW is a nmethod of conmunication. |In the very early days
of radio, before the invention of the m crophone, CWwas the only way
to communi cate via radio. As our technol ogy advanced, human speech
becanme possible over radio, followed by data comrunication using
conput ers.

Until World Radi o Conference 2003 (WRC-03), Mrse Code was an

i nternational requirenment for Amateur Radio Qperators that nations of
the world respected. In July 2003, the WRC voted to renove the code
requi renent internationally, leaving it up to the individual
countries to determine if Mrse code should be exam ned. As of this
writing, a nunber of countries have rel axed the Mrse Code

requi renents, and have pronoted their citizens to use frequencies
below 50 MHz. It is nowtinme for the United States to follow suit.

| support the renoval of Mdrse Code as a |icense exam nation

requi renent as specified in RM10870. Mrse code is not a test of an
operator’s technical know edge, or of his/her character. Morse code
exans test an operator to see if he or she can recogni ze patterns of
sounds, and decode theminto text. Mrse code is not the standard
nmet hod of comruni cati on—hunman speech is.



The ARRL’s proposal in RM 10867 renoves the Morse requirenent for
General cl ass. | feel it should be renpved for all classes as
proposed in RM 10870.

Sonme nenbers of the hobby may claimthat the renoval of CWwill
“dunmb down” the hobby, or perhaps fear that nenbers of the Ctizens
Band (CB) will mgrate to the Amateur Radi o Service, and cause “ all
hell to break loose”. | would counter their argunents that CWis
nmerely a node, not a way of life. The renoval of the *“ code
barrier” will attract other citizens back to hamradio, and with
proper elnering (internal Amateur Radio Training), these operators
shoul d raise the collective intelligence of the service. | would
al so rem nd doonsday popul ation that Amateur Radio Service is an
internally-policed service, and that the off-color antics of the
Citizens Band service will be net with resistance. It is also
inmportant to note that Citizens Band equi pnent mi ght run $150 new,
wher eas proper amateur gear will run over $500.

Re-farm ng of the Hi gh Frequency (HF) Bands

| support the re-farmng of the HF Bands as suggested by RM 10870.
Recent proposals in the database (RM 10867 — 10870) suggest that HF
is very active, especially in the voice partitions of the bands. |
support the | arger expansions offered by RM 10870.

Concl usi on
| sincerely thank the Comm ssion for making these two proposal s

avai lable for comment. | think both RM - 10867 and RM 10870 strongly
consider the future of Amateur Radio here in the United States...they
are well though-out and with your favorable ruling, will answer a

nunber of internal questions within the Amateur Radi o Service.

O the two proposals offered here, if | had to choose one over the
other, I would select RWM 10870.

Thank you for your attention.

Chri stian Reynol ds

Amat eur Radi o Oper at or KCOARF
526 Cass St.

Green Bay, W 54301



